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1 -  The Msin Bu i ld ing ,  t h e  Mechanical  Art's B u i l d i n g  and t h e  I 
i S i ~ p c r i n t e n d e n t ' s  House a t  t h e  'Miller School  o f  A l b e m r l e  a r e  
bi:e i io teworthty  examples ofHigh V i c t o r i a n  Gothic .  Th'e complex 

i 
oCcunies a  h i l l  sur rounded  by t h e  r i c h  bottom l a n d s  of P4echum1s 

I .  . 
i 

r i l v e r .  Farmhouses, c o t t a g e s  and a modern do rmi to ry  are s c a t t e r e  1 
ion t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  campus. :. I 
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k a c h . o f  t h e  g a b l e s  of t h e  p a v i l i o ~ s  i s  a  t r e f o i l  winaoiriwith a r d w s o f  

E h r e e  q u a t r e f o i l  windows opening immediately below. The mansard 
oof i s  p i e r c e d  b y  s t e e p  gab led  dormers w i t h  l a n c e t  a r c h e d  
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1 U D a t n r i ~ r m ~ d  0 Ruins 0 Unexpo=rd 1 CONDITION (Choc* On01 

i 
! !rhc E-ahhpcd Main B u l l d l n g  wns o r i g l n c i l l y  b u l l t  a:; a. 'T1 ;  
t h c  n o r t h  and sout l l  wings comple t ing  t h e  'E'' were addcd i n t e r .  
Th i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  two s t o r i e s  h i g h  w i t h  an  E n g l i s h  basement and 
a  s l a t e  mansard r o o f .  The walls a r e  l a i d  i n  unbonded b r i c k  w i t h  
h i g h l i g h t s  p i cked  o u t  i n  s t o n e  forming a  c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  o r  
permanent bichrome. A p o i n t e d  segementa l ly  a rqhed  p o r t i c o  opens 
o f f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n  on  t h e  west  s l d e .  The p i e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  p o r t i c o  a r e  bichrome and have p a n e l s .  A Fdsette rno t i f  w i t h  
boss  appea r s  i n  t h e  s p a n d r e l  above t h e  a r c h .  The doorway under" 
t h e  p o r t i c o  has  a po in fed  segmenta l  a r c h  g v e r  a l a r g e  f ransom.  
Stone s t e p s  w i t h  low s t o n e  s i d e s  Tead t o  t h e  n o r t h  and South  
ldoorways opening o n t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  These doorways have wide,  

I The Main B u i l d i n g  was des igned  t o  house most of t h e  
t h e r  t h a n - t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s ,  c a r r i e d  o u t b y  t h e  s c h o o l ,  The 

f l o o r  and t h e  c h a p e l  on t h e  
E .  111 o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  

s q u a r e  rooms open o f f  l o n g  h a l l s  with 
w i t h  symmetr ica l ly  d i v i d e d  f l i g h t s  

newels ascends  a t  t h e  j u n c t u r e  of t h e  c e n t e r  
west  s e c t i o n ,  and i s  .lit by a s k y l i g h t .  A s t a i r  

newel a l s o  a scends  I n ' e a c h  o f .  t h e  wings.  

i $7~ h*kued , o Unotrira+ . 
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The mechanica l  A r t s  B u i l d i n g ,  a r e c t a n g u l a r  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  
. 3 t o n e ' h i G h l i & h t s ,  h a s  a  t a l l  c l o c k  tower  w i t h  a s t e e p  
on t h e  south 'dest  c o r n e r ,  and a low tower  w i t h  a s i m i l a r  roo 

bn t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  c o r n e r s .  P h i s  b u i l d i n g  h a s  been e n l a r g e d  two 
a y s  t o  t h e  e a s t .  The two-story s t r u c t u r e  h a s  a  p a r t l a l  E n g l i s h  

and a  s l a t e  mansard roo f .  The doorway i n  t h e  tower has  
rounded a r c h  w i t h  f o u r  

n Umrod a o.ip;..l Site 

l a n c e t  a r c h e s  w i t h  a dr i ,ps tone  s p r i n g i n g  f rom b r i c k  I 

on s t o n e  bases .  The windows i n  t h e  s t o n e  gFound l e v e l  j 
moodensashes .  The ta l l .  narrow windows O n  t h e  -i . i 

have a s t o n e  d r i p s t o n e  and s ix -over -s ix  Sashes  w i t h  .a . I 
k s tone .  c o u r s e  su r rounds  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  - t h e  s i l l  , I 

window and a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  d r i p s t o n e .  A s t o n e  1 
above t h e  wTndows. The second f l o 0 ,  " i 

f e a t u r e s ,  b u t  a r e  capped by a -4 
d r i p s t o n e .  I n  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l i o n s ,  t he?  - 

w i t h  d r i p s t o n e s  on t h e  second  f l o o r .  In1 o 
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S T A T E M E N T  ' 0 7  . I O N I F I C I N C +  - 
when Samuel Miller died on ~la'r66.27; 1869,'rhe'left a will' 

'with adlarge bequest that was to:.f&nd a,gchool in Albemarle 
County on the "Manual Labor Principlew. This school was to be . 

a 

a charitable institutionto benefit the undeFpriyileged and 
eeo!?on~i~blly deprived children of the county. Only 'one of 
Miller's designated executors, H."M. Page, survived to bear 
the burden of administering the estate of nearly two million 
dollar-s. ' From this, Xiller provided for his family, left 
$151,000 co the Lynchburg Female Orphan Asylum, $26,000 to the 
.city of Lynchburg and the residhe to found the Miller Manual 
Labor School of'Albemarle. Theestablishment of this school ' 

I 
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had long been the dream of Samuel ~iller, who himself was born 

i 

into poverty in Albemarle County. 

The work upon thk main building was begun in 1874, 
the school was not incorporated by the General Assembly until 
1877. The west front section of the Main Building with the 
central wing was completed in 1878, the south wing in 1881 and 
the north in 1883,all at the cost of $140,000. The architects 
were Captain Albert M. Lybrock and D. Wiley Anderson of Riohmon3. 
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This building was apd is the scene of all acacbmic, residential 
and religious activities. The machine shop building was 

i 
i 

completed in 1882 at the cost of $50,000. This building housed 
I the forges, the mechanic shop, the metal knd the woodworking shops. 

These buildings and the superintendent's house were built in 
popular High Victorian Gothic style,' and are 
of this architectural mode. The first 
school, 0 .  E. Vawter, and the executor, Page, were 
in having the construction of the 

for the early success of the 
and the school begin instruction. Vawter is 

tenets. 

.The Miller School of Manual ~ a b o r  admitted both male and 
femaie students until the early twentieth century, after which 
it was an institution for males only. The name was later 
changtd to the Miller School of Albemarle. In the middle of 
the twentieth century it became a military school with a Defense 
Department classification of "an honor school with distinction." 
The Mlller School continues to pursue its founder's purpose in 
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A s  the designated Stole Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional i i i s tor ic  Preservation Act o f  1966 (Public 1.aw National Register. ;: 

8 9 6 6 5 ) .  11,ercby nominate th i s  property for inc lus ion 

in  the S a t i o n n l  Register and certify that it has been 

.=~ , iunted o c c o r d i n ~  to thc  c-iteriil end procedures set 
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l e v c i  o! s igni f icance  01 this  n o m i ~ t i o n  is: 
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ir:i,checi i1rip;tonc. Tall, narrow double hung wooden windows wi.tti i 

jr0.i~-over-four sash and stone jack arches open on both the first 
'2nd second levels of the west facade. The windows opening on the 

. . 
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iJl Nest of theseprinciple school buildings stands the superinte dent'; 
house. The brick ell-shaped building has an enclosed flat-roofed ! ! 

po?&h tower; khe original tower roof has been removed. A mansard 

The house has a central hall plan. with two rooms opening off 
it to the east and one to the west. The ell runs to the north. 
clased string stair with an elaborately carved square newel and 

turned balusters ascends in the cross hall at the rear of the 
I entral hall. The wainscoting i n  the rooms is composed of vertica I" pozrds between the molded baseboard and'chair rail with rosettes. 
ITne doorways have molded trim with incised corner blocks and carve 

first floor on the sides of the building have segmental arches t 

.stone keystones. The second   lo or windows have stone flat arches. 
pierce the mansard roof. All of these windows have i 

sash. A bell is visible throughout the rounded t 
the belfry atop the southwest tower. On the interior, this 

retains the original drive shafts from which all the 
was operated. A few drive belts continue to. power 

still in use daily. 

!l'oof is retained over the front of the house. A wide wooden corni 
!su~rounds 'tile house. A belt course of brick in a decorative 
/zlso encircles the building. A lancet arch forms the exterior 
ido.>rway in the porch tower leading to double doors with a.clover- 

I 

/leaf motif, bosses and larce glass panels of patterned frosted 
j~lass. The first floor windows have flat arches, the second 
/segxental, and the third story tower windows -- drop arches. 
[iiave stone dripstones. A small terrace opens off the south windo7w 

east bay. A balcony opens just over the doorway in 
and another over the bay window to the east. 

i1i;;tels. The soffits of the doorways are panelled; thedoors have 
Four paneis and occasionally some incision at the top panel. The 
l~?ch at the bottom of the stair has a geometrically patterned 
L3c~een. Window trim is similar to the doorway trim. Fireplaces 
I 
are elaborately decorated with cabinet mantels employing classical 
beviva1 columns, urns and swags, or incised and marblized spandrel:, 
bartouches and pilasters. 
i 
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Miller School was a pioneer in the use of electric lighting. 
As early as 1885, electricity was installed in the buildings and 
proved "to be as cheap as kerosene, while it has banished lamp- 

and installed for its electrical plant the second special type of 
generator for community lighting. This generator is now at the 
Ford Museu;.i in Dearborn, Michigan. 

lighters, explosions, foul air and sore eyes." The school purcha 
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ndustrial Arts, although it also offers a college 
, preparatory course. Most of the students presently mix the two 

courses of study gaining competence in both. And the school 
continues to offer a large number of scholarships to 

/ . 
to receive &private school education. 
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I 

mechanics, and were soon in demand throughout the nation. The 
Xiller'school today continues to embody the same principles and 1 

practices established by its founders.. I 
1 

The Miller School is significant as the pioneer of industria I 

education in Virginia and in the South. At the time of its incep ion. 
only the Massachussetts Institute of Technology and the Worcheste 1 1  County Free Institute, both in New England, were offering a smili-r i 

i 
! 

progYam of education. Neither of these emphasized the idea of 
labor, as Miller had wished, and as Vawter designed the school to 
have. Vawter created a unique educational facility on the basis 
that manual labor is honorable and rewarding. Miller graduates 
received exacting instruction in iron, metal and woodwording, and 

ma'ual 
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